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Dr. Cotton Mather’s Complaint of the lamentable Decay 
of Religion continued. 


HE Complaints of the Corruptions that are become 
epidemical in the Lives of Chriflians, and lit 

© fhort of gmiverjal, are every whee, every Day 
* wounding our Ears. At laft they are come fotar, that 
°<¢ gary ng elifbBi hops has let fall ” mournful Pailage , [/ 
; : Bien to che Sle b 5 Religion f L; P Loam t "9 pi? 


¢ fel; ows Coryftranity we Me “a ‘the lat Ral % t% uid 
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‘ 


. choofe. Ar , fadder yet ' There has been a Sct of P 

© tants in the a IMand, under Heaven: Protefants, who 
* have made a Profeffion of a more than ordinary Parity; 
‘ 


there was a Time when their Bei eviewr did much aniwe: 
© their Prefcffion. But I have lately read another, 


* over them, That thefe alja have of later Tune alm chadly 
© Loft the Reputation which Mankind once allowed unta then 

In thefe depiorable Circumitances of Chriflianity, what 
© fhall be done? It is now paft meer ¢ ‘uve with me, | 


‘ am now got up unto an abfolute Certainty; That we are 
* entred into that Age, wherein the primitive Chri/liam ty thall 
© be revived unto Afompbment ; the Enemuics of it, fhai 
* and be grieved, they fhall gnajh ther Teeth, and melt a 
Thus have we given from the moft authentuck Teftum 
of divers of the mo/? venerable Father: of New ExcLann, a 
bsief Account of the State of Religion in their Days under the! 
twe general Heads, (1) Of our original Sett! ment by an emi- 
nently pious People for the Sake of Re/igion, with the Prom 
ciples, Spirit, Power and Parvarence of Retioion a 
2. rea 
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mong the primitive Planters and thofe whom they bro’t over 
with them. (2) An Account of the great and lamented 
Decay of RELIGION in the following Generations. And we 
are glad to find our Accounts from thofe venerable Men fo 
acceptable to our ferious Readers ; who love their Memory, 
and find their Souls revived with thefe Aiforical Extraés from 
their pious Writings. 

We might have cited divers other Teftimonies : But thefe 
may fuffice to clear the Heads abovefaid ; and by reprefent- 
ing, firf the lively PREVALENCE, and then the great and 
fad Decay of Religion ia this Country, prepare our Minds the 
more to receive the Accounts of its furprizing Revivat in 
a greater or lefs Degree, in many Parts of the Land. 

If this Paper be encouraged, we fhall every now and then 
on proper Occafions, bring thofe and others of our moft exce/- 
lent Predeceffors on the publick Stage ; to excite and teach us, 
as when they were living, revive our Love and Reverence to 
them, and afrefh infpire us, by the divine Concurrence, with 
their pious Principles and Spirit. But we fhall take ourLeave 
of them at prefent : And go on to obferve 

1. Some Jnftances of the tranfient Revivaw of Religion in 

fome particular Places in the Midit of thefe Decays. 
And then 

2. The more furprizing and more extenfiveREVIVALS of it 

in the prefent Day. 

I. Some INsTANCES of the tranfient Reviv au of REt1- 
GION in fome particular Places in the Midft of thefe Decays. 

Our First IJnflance of fome Revivals in this Land was 
about the Year 1680. 

And as we would have as little of our ovnCompofure inthis 
Chriftian Hiftory as may be, but rather fill it with the more 
authentickAccounts of others ; we begLeave to reprefent this 
Article by tranfcribing a few Paflages concerning it from the 
fame manufcript Sermon of the Rev. Mr.Prince’s, out of which 
we gave the Extrac? in Page 93, 94. which Sermon with three 
others on the fame Subject have been earneftly defired by many 
to be printed: But not finding Time enough to tranfcribe 
them, it has been hitherto delay’d. Repre‘enting how bit- 
terly our pious Fathers lamented the growing Decay of Piety in 
New ENGLAND, from the Year 1670 and onward, as in 
the Extra mentioxd in page 93, Mr. Prince goes on as 
follows. 
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© It wou’d fill a Volumn, tho’ it would be very affedtine ts 

‘ repeat their beavy Lamentations publithed in their Eleélion 
© Sermons: and I cou’d heartily wifh, they were reprinted 
¢ among us, efpecially the E /ec?ion Sermons preached betweeti 
‘ the Year 1660 and 1686, when we loft our primitive 
¢ Charters and our Eleétions, were for 2 Time fuf- 
pended ; that we might fee the great Concern of Our pious 
Fathers for the Flourifhing of Curist’s /piritual Kingdom 
in thePower of Gedline/s as well as the /criptural Form there- 
of in this Land, both among them/elves and their Succe/fors. 
* As we have had moft pious and prayerful Anceftors, a Peo- 
ple near and dear to GOD, and in Covenant with him ; O 
the Maultitudes of earneft Prayers they have made and Days 
of Prayers they have kept, both privately and publickly for 
us ; that GOD would conftantly maintain his Truths, and 
pour out his Spirit, and revive his Work among thofe who 
followed them. 
* In 1679, the Maffachufetts Government called a Synod of 
all the Churches in that Colony to confider and an{wer thefe 
two moft important Questions, (1) What were the 
Evils that have provoked the Lorp to bring his ‘Judgments on 
New Encianpn? (2) What is to be done that fo thefe 
Evils may be reformed ? And among their 4nfwers to the 
fecond Queftion, the Synod advifed the feveral Churches to an 
exprefs and folemn Renewal of CovENANT with Gov and 
one another : with which many complied, and thereupon 
there was 2 contiderable Revival of Religion among them. 
And Dr. Cotten Mather tells us (in his Church Hifta ory of 
© New Excianp, Book V.) that «¢ Very remarkable was 
‘*¢ theBleffing of God on theChurches,which did not fo fleen 
‘¢ [as fome others] not only by a great Advancement of Ho- 
“© Jinefs in the People ; but alfo by a great Addition of Con- 
‘* verts to their holy Fellowfhip---And many thoufand Spec- 
“© tators will teftify that they never faw the fpecial Prefence 
‘© of the great God our Saviour more notably difcovered then 
‘¢ in the Solemnity of thefe Opportunities. 

‘ Dr. Cotton Mather likewife adds, that <¢ The Ma/achu- 
‘¢ fetts Colony was not alone in fuch Eflays of Reformation ; 
«¢ ‘but the Colonies of Plymouth and Conneéticut, &c. And 

* yet fadly goes on in the following Words, ‘* Our manifold 
‘¢ Indifpofitions to recover the dying Power of Gedline/s,were 
‘* punifhed with fucceflive Calamities ; under all of which 
** the Apeftacies from that Godline/s have rather proceeded than 

© 2 66 abated. 
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*¢ abated. Altho’ there has been a gloriousProfeffion of Reli- 
<¢ gion made by the Body of this People unto this Day ; yea 
*¢ and altho’ there be Thoufands, which by keeping their Hearts 
*¢ with all Diligence, and by ordering their Conver {ations aright, 
<< juftify their Profeffion ; yet the Number of them that fo 
<< ftri€tly walk with Gop, has been wofully decaying. ‘The 
“* old Spirit of New ENGLAND has been fenfibly going out 
*¢ of the World, as the o/d Saints in whom it was, have gone : 
*¢ And inftead thereof the Spirit of the World, with a la- 
<* mentable Neglect of ftri¢t Piety has crept in upon the 
‘* rifing Generation.” 

‘ This he publifhed in 1702: and yet ever fince we have 
© been generally growing worfe and worfe ; notwithftanding 
© all the Methods ufed by God and Man, Minifters and Ma- 
© giftrates, to reclaim and awaken us. 

Thus that Revival of Religion in New ENGLAND about 
the Year 3@50; foon pafs’d away. 

A fecond dnflance of fome Revival of Religion in this Country 
was about the Year 1705; whichI find in a Book printed 
at London in 1706, entituled » A Help to National Reformation; 
and in three A/enu/eript Letters of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Dan- 
forth of Taunton, a worthy Son of the Rev. Mr. Danforth of 
Roxbury before mentioned. 

The Paflages in the faid printed Book are as follow, 

© A Reverend Divine of New- England in his Letter dated 
© from Boflon the 23 of November 1705, fays thus : 
© Our Societies for the Suppreffion of Diforders, increafe and 
and profper in this Town ; there are two more fuchSocieties 
added unto the former ; there are alfo religiousSocteties with- 
out Number in *his Country that meet at proper Times, to 
pray together, and repeat Sermons, and forward one another 
in the Fear of God. 
© In fome Towns of this Country, the Minifters, who fur- 
nifh themfelves with a Scciety for theSuppreffion of Difar ‘ders, 
hardly find any notorious Ditorders to be fupprefled : But 
then their Societies are helpful unto them in doing Abun- 
dance of Good for the Advancement of ferious Religion in 
the Neighbourhood, and to make their Miniftry much more 
profitable in the w eckly Exercife of it. 
¢ A Gentleman writes from New- £ ngland, in his Letter of 
© the 20th of Nes ailer i705. To gratify vour Defires to 
*« know wl at Proerefs we make here inourS Societies, I make 
© bold to add a L. wacur twetecertiy, That in Bofon the 

© Sacietios 
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‘ Societies for fuppreffing Diforders (of which mention was made 
< in my former Letters) are upheld, and two other Societies 
© of the fame Natyre ereéted. All which are fpirited to be 
© active, according to their Abilities and Influence, to pro- 
« mote Virtue, and difcountenance and fupprefs Vice. And 
« not only in Bo/ffon are fuch good Things done, and doing, 
© but in many Places in the Province befides. Omitting many 
© other Things that might be enumerated as to other Places, 
« [ fhall fum up in fhort, an Account of what hath been done 
© ina Town called Taunton,through the richMercy of God : 
«© The Reverend Mr. *-------- Minifter there, having feen 
« fome printed Accounts of the Methods for Reformation in 
© Old England, in Imitation thereof (after earneft Prayers to 
« God for Succefs) obtained of feveral Inhabitants of the Place 
‘ (that were noted for Sobriety and Zeal againft Sin) to meet 
© with him once in each Month, to confult what might be done 
« to promote a Reformation of Difordersthere. And after a 
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Day improved in Fa/ting and Prayer together, they firft at- 
tempted to reduce the Heads of Families to fet up Family 
Worfbip ; and God gave them great Succefs » fo that moft 
of the Families in the large Towns hearkened to their Ex- 
hortations and Reproofs; and fet upon the Practice of Fa- 
mily Prayer Morning and Evening ; everyDay having heard 
and read fome Accounts of the religious Societies of young Men 
in London,they were encouraged to endeavour the like among 
them. And beyond their Expeétation (God working with 
them) prevailed with the greate/? Part of the Youth, to form 
themfelves into Socteties for religious Exercifes, figning fome 
good Rules to be obferved by them therein, much like the 
Orders of the Societies of young Men in London. The good 
Effect whereof was the putting anEnd to & utterBanifhment 
of their former diforderly and profane Meetings to drink, &c. 
and to the great Grief of godly Minds’. 
The three Manufcript Letters from the faid Rev. Mr. Dan- 
forth of Taunton are thefe, 
SIR, Tanton, Feb. 20th, 1704,5. 
. Wwe are much encouraged by an unufual and amazing Im- 
© preffion, made by Gon’s Sp1RiT on all Sorts among 
© us, efpectall, on the young Mien and Women. Its almott in- 
* credible how many vifit me with Difcoveries of the extreme 
© Difire/s of Mind they are in about their /piritual Condition. 











[f * i.e. The Rev. Mr. Samuel Danforth ] 
‘ And 





fr 


110 Some former Infances of the Revival 


© And the young Men inftead of theit merry Meetings, arenow 

‘ forming themfelves into regular Meetings for Pray er; Repe- 

‘ tition of Sermons, figning the fame Orders, which I obtained 

‘ fome Years ago a Copy of from the young Méen’s Meeting in 
* the North of Boston. Some awful Deaths and amazing 
© Providences have concur’d, with the Word preached to this 
© good Effect. The Profaneft among us feem’d ftartled at 
© the fudden Change upon the rifing Generation. We nced 
« much Prayer, that thefe Strivings of the SpP1r1T, may have 
© a faving Ifue and Effe&. Our Family Meetings are more 
* and more frequented : And two more Family Meetings fetting 
€ up at two remoteCorners of our largeTown ; where we defp-'-- 
¢ edoffeeing any. Our laf? Society,which was Yefterday,had 
© almoft nothing to do, only to expre/s their ‘Foy to each other, 
that the diforderlyConcourfe cf Youth was now over. We 
© are both, Church, and all Inhabitants to renew the Covenant 
< 
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or Reformation, this Week ; which this People made with 
God, the laft Philip Indian War. We agreed to turn our 
next Society Meeting into a Faff alfo, for fpecial Reafons : 
One of which was that we find Prayer our bef Weapon to 
reform Vice ; and the Devil’s Kingdom can’t ftand before 
it ; alfoas worldly Men when they find the World comes 
hovering in upon them, will pull the harder for it ; which i 
fhould make us pray more earneftly and fervently : having é 
had Encouragement fo far, that when we can do nothing 
elfe but ftretch our withered Hands in God’s Work, yet 
even doing of that fhall not be in Vain. Some Remarkables 
in the Progrefs of ourReformationWork I fhall not commit 
towriting,at prefent : but if commonF ame do not bring ’em 
to you, fhall referve them to be difcover’d by Word of 
Mouth. The Lord be with you all Amen. 
Yours intirely, S.D. 





SIR, March 5th, 1704,5. 

2 i was a moft comfortable Day the fir of March, when 
© we renew’d theReformationCovenant,of which I fuppofe 

‘ you have a Copy by you already : only we added an Engage- 
< ment to reform Idlene/s, unneceflary frequenting Houfes of 
© public Entertainment, irreverent Behaviour in public Worfrip, 
© Neglet? of Family-Prayer, Promife-breaking, and walking 
© with Slandercrs and Reproachers of others ; and that we fhoul 
all in our Families be fubjeét to good Orders and Govern- 
‘ment. Is was read to the Brethren and Sifters in the Fore- 
© noon 
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© noon ; they /fanding up as an outward Sign of their inward 
« Confent to the reff of the Inhabitants. In the Afterncon 
‘ they ftanding up alfo when it was read ; and then every one 
© that ftood up, brought his Name ready writ in a Paper and 
‘ put into the Box, that it might be put on Church Record. 
¢ The Forenoon-Text was Hebrews 12. 4. About re/i/ting and 
‘ frriving againftSin, the commonEnemy of us all. The 4f- 
ternoon-Text was 2Chron. 29.10. We gave Liberty to all 
Men and Women Kind, from /ixteen Years old and upwards 
to act with us ; and had three hundred Names given in to lift 
under Chrift, againft the Sins of the Times. ‘The whole 
acted with fuch Gravity, and Tears of geod Affection, as 
would affect an Heart of Stone. Parents weeping for Joy, 
feeing their Children give their Names to Chrif?. And we 
had feveral Children of the Church in neighbouring Towns, 
came & joined withus in it. Wehave @ hundred more that 
will yet bind themfelves in the Covenant, that were then de- 
tained fromMeeting. Let Gop have theGlory. Yefferday 
fourteen were propounded to the Church; fome for full 
Communion , others for Bapti/m, being adult Pérfons. All 
this calls for Prayer and humble Walking with Gop, and 
© hope in his Mercy. Yours, §.D. 
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SIR, Tanton, March 20th, 1704,5- 

J Have now yours,and have fent you twoLetters thisW eek ; 
‘ I have little to add, and no Time to inlarge : But my 

© Time is {pent in daily Difcourfe with the young People, vifiting 
« me with their Doubts, Fears and Agonies. RELIGION 
¢ flourifhes to Amazement and Admiration ; that fo, we fhould 
* be atonce touched with Soul-Affliction, and this in all 
Corners of the Place ; and that our late Conver fions fhould 
be attended with more than ufual Degrees of Horror ; and 
Satan permitted to wreftle with them by extraordinaryTemp- 
tations, and Affaults, and Hours of Darknefs. Bus l hope 
the deeper the Wound the mare found may be the Cure : andl 
have little Time to think of worldly Matters ; fearce Time 
* toftudy Sermons, as I ufed todo ; but find Gon can blefs 
* mean Preparations, when-ever he pleafes ; that fuch fhall 
* be moft cried up and commended, which I have had fearce 
‘ ‘Time to methodize. I think fometimes that the Time of 
‘ the pouring out of the Spirit upon all Flefp, may be at 
, the Door. Lets be earneft in Prayer that Cirisr’s 
Kingdon 
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* Kingdom may come ; and that being anInftrument of good to 
* others, I may not be my felf a Caff-away. Yours, S. D. 


We conclude this Head with thofe particular /nflances of the 

Revival of Religion at Northampton in the Days of the late 
venerable Mr. Solomon Stoddard; asthe Rev. Mr. Edwards 
gives them in the two following Paragraphs, written in 17 36. 
« Tam the third Minifter that has been fettled in the Town : 
the Rev. Mr. Eleazer Mather, who was the firff, was or- 
dained in Fuly, 1669. He was one whofe Heart was much 
in his Work, abundant in Labours for the good of precious 
Souls ; he had the highEfteem and greatLove of his People, 
and was bleffed with no fall Succe/s.. The Rev.Mr. Stod- 
dard, who fucceeded him, came firft to the Town the No- 
vember after his Death, but was not ordained till September 
11. 1672, and died Feb. 11. 1728,9. So that he continued 
in the Work of the Miniftry here, from his firft coming to 
Town,near 60Years. And ashe was eminent and renowned 
for his Gifts and Grace ; fohe was blefled, from the begin- 
ning, with extraordinary Succefs in his Miniftry, in the Con- 
verfion of manySouls. He had five Harve/?s,as he called them : 
The firff was about 57 Years ago,[i.e. about the Year 1679. ] 
the /econd about 53 Years, [i.e. about the Year 1683,] the ; 
third about 40, [i.e. about theYear 1696. ] the fourth about 
24, [i.e. about the Year 1712.] the fifth and laft about 18 
Years ago,[i.e. about theYear 1718+] Some of thefeTimes 
were much more remarkable than others, and the ingather- 
ing of Souls more plentiful. Thofe that were about 5 3,and 
40, and 24 Years ago,were much greater than either the fir/? 
or the /e/?, : but in cach of them, I have heard myGrandfather 
fay, the digger Part of the young People in the Town, feemed 
to be mainly concerned for their eternal Salvation. 
‘ After the /a/ of thefe came a far more degenerate Time, 
(at leaft among the youngPeople) I fuppofe, than ever before. 
Mr. Stoddard, indeed, had the Comfort before he died, of 
feeing a Time where there were no {mall Appearances of a 
divine Work amongft fome, and a confiderable Ingathering 
of Souls, even after I was fettled with him in the AZ:ni/ry, 
which was about tzvo Years before his Death ; and I have 
Reafon to d/e/s God for the great Advantage I had by it. ‘In 
thefe tzvo Years there were near twenty that Mr. Steddard 
hoped to be favingly converted; but there was nothing of 
© ony general Awakening.” 
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